
Grip Heater Instructions for Twist Throttles 
 
Note:  This instructional sheet is to be used in addition to the installation instructions included in your grip 
heater kit. 
 

There are a couple differences when using grip heaters on twist throttle machines in 
comparison to thumb throttle machines.  On twist throttle machines, you will notice the throttle 
side heats up much quicker than the left side.  This happens not only because the grip is thinner 
on the throttle side, but because a lot of heat is transferred to the cold handlebar on the left side.  
The longer the heaters are on, the less noticeable this is. 

 
The biggest challenge on twist throttles is making sure the solder joints on the heating 

element are protected.  Because of the twist throttle movement, special care must be taken when 
installing any grip heater.  It is critical that no stress be put on the solder joint of the wire and the 
heating element as the throttle moves; otherwise, the wire can break from the heating element and 
ruin the grip heater kit. 

 
Below are instructions to prevent stress on the solder joint and prolong the life of your 

grip heaters. 
 

1. Clean the throttle tube.  Use contact cleaner or brake cleaner to remove any rubber or 
residue.  It must be very clean to adhere correctly. 

2. Before sticking the heating element to the throttle tube, hold the solder joints tightly 
between your thumb and finger.  Bend the wire at a 90 degree angle (away from adhesive 
side of element) about 3/16” from the edge of the heating element. 
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5. Install the grip. 
6. Make sure the wires leaving the throttle tube have plenty of slack in them so there is no 

tension on them throughout the entire throttle range.  The goal is to distribute the wire 
movement over a longer length of wire and prevent any stress on the wire. 
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